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Polio Victim, 5, Marks 489th Day in Aultman

Vera Overholt Uses Her
Feet, Toes To Play
With Dolls, Toys

In good spirits in her reclininé wheel chair is Vera Overholt, who is today spending her 489th day

in Aultman Hospital fighting polio.
phonograph and turn the pages of books.

For nearly 500 days, home has
been Aultman Hospital to a 5-year-
old girl from RD 1, Uniontown.

Today marks the 489th day that
polio - stricken Vera Overholt has
looked out at the world from the
windows of Aultman Hospital.

During that period she has never
visited her real home.

VERA’S PARENTS, Mr. and
Mrs. Victor Overholt, visit her
each night. Sometimes, according
to hospital spokesmen; the parents
bring her a little sample of home
cooking. That’s a little contrary to
policy, but if it is something the
girl can eat she is allowed to have
the food.

On Aug. 5, 1952, Vera entered
the hospital. For the last 10 months
her home has been room 474 in the

McKinley IV wing.

Both of her arms, her back,
chest and neck are paralyzed by
polio. Her legs aren't affected, but
they are not strong enough to sup-
port her in walking.

Since her illness, the physician
handling the case has said that
Vera has become quite proficient
in the use of her feet and toes.
She uses them to take the place
of her hands and fingers, which
can’t be manipulated easily be-
cause of the paralysis of her arms.

VERA CAN PLAY with dolls,
start her little phonograph and
turn the pages of books with her
toes.

A great pleasure of Vera is the
popsicle she receives each after-
noon. An ice cream company has
arranged to present her with one
everv dav.

With her toes and feet, she can play with her dolls, start he:
Her arms are paralyzed.

afternoon in an iron lung and
sleeps in the lung at night.

ARRANGEMENTS are now be-
ing made with the National Foun-
dation for Infantile Paralysis, ac-
cording to the doctor, for an iron

lung to be placed in the child’s
home. If the lung can be made
available, the doctor indicated that
Vera may possibly be able to leave
the hospital in the near future.
If she can leave, then Vera
would be able to see her five broth-

ers and sisters at home. They are
Ruth, 7; Fred, 6; Leon, 3; Mary
Magdelena, 2, and Joan Patricia,
9 months,

Overholt farms and during the
winter months also does masonry
work.
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